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Cigarette Butt

Plastic Grocery Bag

Styrofoam Cup

Aluminium Cans

Disposable Diaper

Plastic Bottle

Plastic Bottle

Plastic Beverage Holder

Plastic Can Take 500 Years To Bio-Degrade In The Ocean
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Estimated number of years for selected items to bio-degrade in a marine environment*

* Exact time varies by product type and marine conditions. Sources: NOAA, Woods Hole Sea Grant
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Global primary plastic production:
270 million tonnes per year

Global plastic waste:
275 million tonnes per year
It can exceed primary production in
a given year since it can incorporate
production from previous years.

Mismanaged coastal plastic waste:
31.9 million tonnes per year
This is the annual sum of inadequately managed and
littered plastic waste from coastal populations.
Inadequately managed waste is that which
is stored in open or insecure landfills
(and therefore at risk of leakage or loss).

Plastic in surface waters:
10,000s to 100,000s tonnes
There is a wide range of estimates of the
quantity of plastics in surface waters.
It remains unclear where the majority of
plastic inputs end up a large quantity might
accumulate at greater depths or on the seafloor.

Plastic inputs to the oceans:
8 million tonnes per year

Coastal plastic waste:
99.5 million tonnes per
This is the total of plastic waste generated
by all populations within 50 kilometres of a
coastline (therefore at risk of entering the ocean).

The Pathway by which Plastic Enters the World's Oceans
Estimates of global plastics entering the oceans from land-based sources in 2010 based on the pathway from primary production through to marine plastic inputs.

2 billion people living within 50km of coastline

Source: based on Jambeck et al. (2015) and Eriksen et al. (2014). Icon graphics from Noun Project. Licensed under CC-BY-SA by the authors.

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Plastic Waste Emitted to the Ocean Per Capita, 2019
This is an annual estimate of plastic emissions. A country's total does not include the
waste that is exported overseas and that may be at higher risk of entering the ocean.

Philippines

Timor

Sri Lanka

Indonesia

Brazil

Bangladesh

India

Costa Rica

South Africa

China

United Kingdom

United States

3.3 kg

0.55 kg

0.45 kg

0.21 kg

0.18 kg

0.15 kg

0.09 kg

0.09 kg

0.07 kg

0.05 kg

0.01 kg

<0.01 kg

0 kg 0.5 kg 1 kg 1.5 kg 2 kg 2.5 kg 3 kg

Source: Meijer et al. (2021). More than 1000 rivers account for 80% of global riverine plastic emissions into the ocean.
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Plastic Found at Four Beaches of Cox's
Bazar and Chattogram

Length of
beach in

sample (km)

Inani Beach,
Cox's Bazar 5.5

5.5

6

1.5

3742

831

1918

214

2619

432

997

126

70

52

52

59

Laboni Beach,
Cox's Bazar

Ananda Bazar
Beach,

Chattogram

Patenga Beach,
Chattogram

Total waste
found (pieces)

Plastic found
(pieces)

Proportion of
waste that is
plastic (%)

NUMBER OF
PIECES

Plastic

Foamed Plastic

Rubber

Cloth

Glass and Ceramic

Metal

Wood

Others

Total

Paper and Card-
board

4193

860

610

237

146

90

36

90

443

6705

63

13

9

3

2

1

1

1

7

100

PROPORTION OF
TOTAL (APPROX %)

Waste Collected from Four Sea Beaches of
Cox's Bazar and Chattogram
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Plastic Pollution from Ships
Source: Clean Shipping Coalition
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How We Eat,
Drink and
Breathe Microplastics
Average number of microplastic particles
found per gram/liter/m³ of selected consumables
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